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Above and below (left): Table and dresser
from the Dolce Vita collection by Turri

Today's approach 1o wood & decp-rooted in sustamabxity and the pursut of
perfect cut and Snshes, 1opether with the use of the best qualty veneers

Demand for &s natural attributes, balanced with sustainable practices, is at the
heart of ths new trend for Al thngs wood, from watches and bathiubs 10 foors,
Lmps and wal claddng,

Al the recent Salone del Moble and Mason & Objet. and indeed all the
year's dedgn thows, the trend for wooden fumture and adcedionss mn al
shapes and forrms was blatantly obvious

Perhaps more sensitve to the need to use sustainable woods, European
manulacturers and deugners ane forging the path forward

In particular; the tradtional woodworking companes from kaly's Branza, outsde
the desgn cptal of Mian, are developng new ways 10 work ths oidest of matenass,

The chalenge for many of these Simiy-owred companes, such a5 Colico
Asraghs, Gorpo Colecion, Angelo CappeliniOpera Contemporary. MsuraEmme,
and Tum = many of whech are bang spearbaadad by 2 young and nnovatve thed
feneration — 5 10 oreate products that retain their hentape while addng the
nNovaAbon and style demanded today.

In recent tmes, many of these companies have invested lirge sums to
modemie and convert ther production facltes 1o accommadate new types of
sustamabie wood practces and desgn requrements.

Turri recertly opened a sprawding 18,000 melres squire mudt-rmilion-fx
euro factory where a team of specalst artsans work around the dodk to

meat increasing demand for his sinature Liequerad and highly polshad
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Sandy maple wood
watch by AB Acterno

Sideboard from MisuraEmme
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wood furmiture,

Mearrevhie Goegio Collection, led by Fabo
Masclo in tandem with architect Gorpio Soress,
has opted to creaie a stronger brand image, a
complate mlenor packase of fumiure Mcesones
that are changed and adapted scasenally — much as
fasheon brands do.

Hs spprouch 6 10 Creste 3 brand lock that 6
repicated inal the stores and outiets around the worlkd
where hs hgh-quaity produts are <oid, "We have to
be versatie 10 fnd 2 mche, and to creiie a srong and
stridng colection every time,” be says. “There are too
marTy anommous furrdture manufctunerns: now £ the
cra of she branded fumiture colections.”

Andrea Tum, the energetic and charismatic
headt of Turn, supports this belief, Turm tkes a
less aggresswve approach to the new market, but
working with his creative director, archtect Govann
Cagnto, he i sirving to trengthen his brand and
to make & instantly distngurshable, just as a Versace
collecvon i different from a Céine,

While the demand for ther Buxt marble fnishes and
mrroned giossed wood fumaure & at an al-ime heh,
the team 5 workng 10 develop new leathe Ines, many
of which seem to be nfluenced bry fashion brands, such
& the new Doc-style stached ammchars or the
Botteps-esque waoven keather w0l cdliecions.

Orhers, Sae Colico — which was established in 1920,
have baen dversfiing ther portfobo snce \Wilter
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Colco took over the reins in the early 80s. Changes
incude dabbing with olher matenais auch a8 plee and
acryics, 1o complement ther wood collections
Foundad even earber, n 1886, Angelo Cappelre & C.,
which kas s roots n reprodiktions of major
Eurcpean styles such as Lowrs XM Repency, Empire
and Budermeier models, 5 diversifying in tandem
with the market, More recently, they have developed
new brands. ncludng Opera Contermporary and
Meadterranean, 10 sul the increasngly changing lastes
of the gobal market. yet sull based on the tradtional
standards and woodworkng prnciples establshad by
thesr forefathers, The more disse Arpelo Cappelin
ard Opera Contemporary nes are avalable in the UAE.
where demand for deaner, purer desgn S dreasng.

Edgar table and Dimitn bookcase from Opera Contemporary

Turri's leather and
lacquer AWy armchair

Fespe for the emvronment, whie arutanecusly developng
a strong Pokuitnil-bised ¢ompany, remans the DNA of
MisuraEmme, Founded in 1939 and now run by Daniela
Mascharan, the company continues 1o pode noel on ig
redationship with top despners who, over the years, have
contributed 1o ther success — these inchude Alvar Aallo, Alfred
Raoth, Werner Max Moser and Marco Prva.

Maost recently, the company — wiel known for 85 exqusie
storage and shebang units, inchuding hghly sought-after
walii-in dosets — 5 working in close harmony with archfiect
Mauro Lippanni and other leading contemporary dessgners,

MouraEmme has a very techmcyl and sciantfic approach to
its designs and manufacturing methods. focusing on integrating
new technologes and cther strengthening matenals nto thew
despns 10 develop techmicilly enhanced products.

The new generation at the heim of Asnaghi Intenors, set up
in 1916, forms a dyramic team — athough the meorty of their
order books are il for estremely formal and omate obiects,
from gold-leaf thrones for newly crowned monarchs o
palztizl-style balrooms.

MNevertheless, the company s siowly focusng on usmng the
same technques 1o create more medem akemative knes,
suted to the lkes of howry hotels. These ndude specal
metalic-looking finishes that bele the natural wood undemeath,
aimidar 1o those that Kartell gave to ther plaste collection ths
yeur, or the metille fngh ipphed 1o L Mumna's Latest plis
chandeher callechons

MNew approaches 1o desgning with wood contnue 10 evole,
aided by news technology such 25 the cool néw wood watchss
despned by former falan footbal player Marco Tommasons,
who launched his AB Asterno watch brand recently, B

Design sources

AB Antemo abaetemowatches £

Asnxshi Intendes araghet

Celco colco.com

Giorpo Colecton porgocoliccioncom
tel: (04) 337 0116

MsurEmme MISLUrACMmEe. it

Opera Conlemporary  CPeraonemporany.com
Tumn turn. &

tel: (04) 337 0516
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